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755 ob R Petition to ES 
Houſe of: Lords againſt 
the Quakers Bill Raving 

been lately rejected; — * 
ſince That, it e ee 
— peared in Print, with Rea. 
ſons why it 8 to have been : een 
and likewiſe with Reaſons why the Bill 
(which was deſign d to grant our ken 
ſome Eaſe in relation to our Salenm A. 
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Juſtice to vindicate our ſelves, and the 
Noble Lords who were ſo good as to re- 
move the Difficulties which many of us 
lay under; and publickly to acknowledge 
ae publick Favours confer d upon us 


bo . A 2 The 


mation) ſhould not paſs; I think it but 
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Solemn Affirmation, πν Legal Mainte- 


be very ſcrupulous in a Matter at bell 
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The Petition begins with a Suggeſtion, 
that if our Friends were reliev'd from the 
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nance of the Clergy by Ties would be tn 
4 more eſpecial Manner endangered.” ' 
Ir will be impoſſible, 1 conceive, for 
you, or any one elſe, to make out tlis; 
ſince this Bill leaves us juſt Mere jr found 
us in That reſpect. Some of us do deny 
the Right of Tirbes; and All öf us do 
apprehend that the us Diuinum af them 
is impoſſible to be prov'd. But ſtill we 
are under the ſame Law, and liable: to 
the ſame Proſecutions, which we were 
liable to before; and the Miniſters will 
find the very ſame Redreſs d An Grie⸗ 
vance which They have had all along. 
As this was very obvious, the Petirio- 
ners, for want of other Proof, | inne 
to the Lords their Apprehenſions, that 
the Quakers May be under ſtrong Inautt- 


ments to eaſe their Conſcience in That n. 
ect, by violating it in another, | | The 


Aeaning of which Suggeſtion is, that 
we may be tempted to tell a Lye, tho 
we cant be tempted to Swear,” in order 
to ſave our ſelves from Payment of 
Tithes. Tis ſomewhat unaccountable 
with us, that Men, who are allowed e 


of a Ritual Nature, ſhould be judged 10 
wt a2 "mm_ 


Si e  R_ * 
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paſs in all Courts o, Fuſtice for 


"SP ©: 
wicked and abſurd as to be ready to vio- 
late their Conſciences in a Matter of an 


eterna and immut able Nature, - Tige- 
vident that there is no expreſs Goſpel 


Command for the Payment of Tithes ; 
and it ſeems to. Us an impoſing of the. 
Law. of Moſes; upon Chriſtians, ito; force: 
us to ſuch Payment. But ſtill we Know: 
the Difference betwixt Sacrifice: and Mer- 
cy; and have ſo learnt Chriſt as not to 
prefer, or to equal a Ritual with an E- 
ternal Truth. Since then the au ot that 
the Miniſters have infer d, is, that we ma 
be under ſtrong Inducements; we muſt think 
it a groundleſs, an Unchriſtian, and a very. 
injurious Repreſentation of our Caſe to 


the Lords; and we muſt think it as 


groundleſs an Apprehenſion and mere 
Panick in theſe Men to fear that we 
ſhou d make ſuch Uſe of our Indulgence.: 
For what if our ine Affirmation /f 


gal 

Evidence? If our ſimple A Be 
to all Intents as Obligatory as another 
Man's Oath, and we incur the ſame In- 
conveniences for the Breach of That, as 
other Men do for Perjury, I am not a- 
ble to ſee any Difference that our Affir- 
mation will make in Point of Legal Ei- 
dence; Why does the Legiſlature demand 
an Oath of Men, unleſs it be to come * 
3 i „dne 


the Tank wall ſuch" Natters as belbng 


tie Boil: O, our firgpleAﬀrmarion id 


439 


to Civil Cognia ance? New if to ſincere 
Folloers of Jeſus Chriſty" * ND is Nu 
and Nay is Nay; and whatſoever is. ihr 
aa 166/conprdr of Dll, u rains" 


as obligatory upon us as the Oath of 6- 
rher Men / is upon them; and bonſequent- 
ought: to he deem d as valid in any 
Court of Juſtice as my Wotds: which: G 
ther Men can uſe. a1 
But becauſe the 10 al jou 
London, as the Perivioners ſtile them“ 
ſelves, aſſure the Lords hut ons private 
Rights ave; as they tught to be, of ſinul 
Atconnt with them, in con pariſon of "the 
M1scHrtsts Whit Mir: REebouny 
To SOCIETY. ence intend. 


- from the Indulgenc 
eu, we may here pethaps be cold the par. 
ticular Mifchjefs apptehended. It ſeems 
to-imply; ſay they, that. Juſtire may be 


ally adminiſired without the Inrervemim 


of any ſolemn Appeal to God. Is this The © 
Mſehnef chat is of more Conſequence * 
than all the Private” Rizhts of the Cler- 
gy ? To be able to come ar Truth with” 
out an Oath, — is That ſuch a Miſchief; ' 
when all the Primitive Chriſtians for ſe- | 
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veral Ages are known to haxe thonght 


themſelves obliged never to ſwear 2 T 


tranſrribe the Words of the Great Gro- 
ius, ſo often cited with Applauſa, . 
© ſinus ait, &c. Fuſtin ſays chat Chxiſti- 
* ans ſwear not at all; and Chri/o/tam 
from the Text in Matthews, ' 3 . 
© lawful to ſwear at all, or: tt 
© Neceſſity of an: Oath. The ſame, an the 
* 7th to the Romans, He forbids nut Per- 
fury, but to ſwear at all: And: in his 
* 8th, about Status, God bath command- 
* ed not to fear at all. You may read 
the ſame Things in Hilary, Ambraſe, 
© Zerom,, Chramatins, Oecumenius, Theo- 
* phylath, Euthywuns. In eee one 
: nn with 9 17 
ing requir'd to ſwear, ſaid, 
* was @ Chriſtian, thers fun: "tas not lows 
ful for him to ſwear.” If we maintain 
the Principles which They did, and put 
them into Practice, and conceive that 
That is not lawful for a Chriſtian in a- 
ny Age which. was ever unlawful for 


them in any, we think that we ae tre- 


moving an Indi from the Name of 
Chriſtians, and at che ſame Time do 26 

Prejudice to any. M. 
Government may n 
ted without any ſolemn Appeal to God 
as Wia. of the Truch of 5 is Ne” 
or 
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For Government requires 'Oaths only to 
find out the Truth of Facts; and if This 
End may be anſwerd as well without 
ſuch ſolemn Appeals, This Good at leaſt 
would be attained, that That heitious' 
and abominable Sin of Perjury would 
very much be leſſen d. Tis not for me, 
or our Friends to preſume to adviſe ſo 
guod, ſo great, ſo wiſe a Legiſlature as 
we now enjoy. But yet I cannot but be- 
lieve, chat were all our | Cu/fom- Houſe” 
Oaths repealed, and all the Oaths, which 
in many other Places are look d upon a8 
Oaths of Form, quite laid aſide, and 
ſome other Method contrivd (which may 
with Eaſe be learnt from our Neighbours 
in Holland) for Information of the Va- 
lue of Goods imported and exported, &r. 
twould turn much more to the Advan- 
tage and Intereſt of the Government, and 
not be ſuch a Reproach and Indignity to 
the Chriſtian Name. However this tay 
be, do Oaths neceſſarily and certainly 
diſcover the Fruth? Or, when in Suit 
at Law, or in Courts of Juſtice, Both 
Sides ſwear ro the Truth of each Patt 
of a Contradiction, is That ſufficient te 
determine any Pointe No, every Days 
Experience convinces us of the contra- 
ry and whilſt we hear of Swearing Now 
Jurors, of Men who deelare 


CS 
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tions of their Oath e 


en chem we ate ak ha ik 


* gigs . 


abu 870 , 2 y 
che PT 5 ren 4 wilfut, 
poſſible Prejudice 'can an 'of 
the Sockery Luffer tn his Prog Dirty 3 "When | 
our Affirmation . eat ener? us, this 3 
Te was the Penalty, and a very Jutt | 
one it was; nor has 1 one of "our 
Friends complain'd of That, Which all 
gree to be neceſſary to tiſè Ends 8 
vernment, how 55 ſoeyer They ha' 
complain'd of the Oath: imposd 4855 0 

their Conſciences.. 
Ws, Petitioners go on, Ini i, 755 | 
God Him TA Fi the 


Was Thy ar fob pe Hat" cn 
ſureft Bond of Fidelity *; 
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Surely: theſe Men of "Learning talk 


wh + God iner Mikure 9 
B ö 


e 9. 
rhe. itutions. Cal, as if en wa 
ſome dition his. 7055 unknown 8 
other People. 1a what hapter of 
Bible does. this. occur 2 Is it contained 
in thoſe Words of Jeſus. Chriſt; Swear 
uh, af all ?. Or, in thoſe. of tl 19 
Janes, Above all Things, 1 
ſwear not? Or, is it in the. Ole 
, in the Lax given 0 0 2 2, 105 
it be there, and there was inſ 
What is That to Chriſtians >, n 
755 ſay that 1 18005 allow 
J<Ws remains ſtill; a poſitive. ab y cl pon 
Tf. an Oath, be an 2 0 
e, and therefore obligato gu 
be delivered. to us either by: Rs 
his Apoſtles; ſince all Iaſtitutions, 
yered by Mo vſes to the Zewiſh:Narion, 
ceasd with their Temple and. Conſtitu- 
tion. Bur, no ſuth. Inſtitution occurs to 
my; Memory not can collect Fed 
5555 in the Goſpels ar Epiſtles, "ale 
ome Man of Learning ſhould read 
Tex of the Apo le thus, 600 
all Things my Brethren 1 ear, leavin 15 
out that little Particle, nat, as inſigni 
cant or trifling. A Piece of prophane 
Criticiſm, that might be juſtified by the 
Methods which à late Writer, Frances 
Hare, commonly call'd, The Dean of 
W D has taken to corrupt the ow 
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of cotta wh oil urge any 
Texts our" df rhe Law of Mete prove” 
that Oz e 5 | 12 
ſelf 46 . Bond of N Zebity 
Men; Twöuld Ask, "whence came tho 
Oaths that Fe meet with long 97e the J 
Moſaic” Taue; hence came” They. 2* 
FILA, were Strahpers to ke 
He * ran bs 655 
Bee e Captarn of his Ho 
Gen. ee "Abraham. 
into hit 15 God: rhas 1 A nut Dat: 
ly with mt; "nor with ny Son, Ke. And 
Abraham fed, Tn tber. Had Abs. 
ham deſired This of Abimelerb, it mi ic” 
have been prerefidel that he had Rad t is, | 
Inſtitutiön om God; but as it was, 
moved an Heutben, by one who Was 
an Alien ftom the People of God, tis e. 
vident that Oaths were in Uſe before 2. 
ol Inſtitution" of chem by God; and were 
xpedients found our by wicked, core. 
ah Heathen Men, to engage one ano⸗ 
chet more ſttictly in Times of  eilorances 
Wickedneſs, and Idolatty. | 
The next Motive, and the bft one to 
theſe Petitionets, ro apply to the Lords 
againſt 'obr Friends Was, their ſerious 
Concern let the Mind "good Men 
ould be gricved and wounded, and the E- 
nemes er of 2 if they * 


x l do's n. F 
o got deſign. to debate wh 
Rur ers, whether we, 1 they, arc Light. 
in the Intefpretation of thoſe E 
Seripture which concern W/ater-Bapriſm:x 
tho "F mr add, 8 'twill be hard 9% 
proye.the Necęſſity of baptizing, even 
e Way of Sth dning, unleſs in 3 
AD Oh ages from Heatheniſm or Fudai 
However, . t 1 25 qr 
ag ought 
Indulgence in — Cale 575 an n Oath, 
becauſe Fan rejedt Bapriſm ? If the Fai 
ings or Faults of Men in any Point of 
pinion, not detrimental to the State, be 
23 Tut 1908 o deprive them 1 the wr 
ef ee ommunity, why ſho 
ate f. 2%; our Miſtakes, or invincible, 
Prong in a Point which all are agreed in 
thus far, t dh at it bas no. Relation to Civil 
[ters ? Suppoſe that wwe are not Wor- 
thy..in your, Account to be denominated 
2 iftians ; ; are thoſe Men worthy to be 


duttery; 2 Variance, E I 
ons, N, Seditions, _— 
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1 9925 wan Avaſt Ven fow: are: 
worthy, of 1 al oy 
tg che * at 


Pr. thor vole, þ 
I p 18 due Kings 
* whetw 
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Nene than 25 


of a 550 abaut,, ox a dew oh Wes 

in: FP £1 2h chat 124 208) 2 20 880 
Zn that We weep Heas 

eas 1 uf no immediata 


tion 10 B to ſeſus Ohriſt. Ib npe Dl- 
thence, that we gught nat th 
1e age in che Boint in Fan When 
there are great; Numbats I Men in a 
Community, who never are — 
ey ann ag 
tionable g 9 
who deſire no 1 or R in 
it; Men Who contribute ogy witch 
others to tha Expences! of 
ment, and . leays without Qanreſt- = 


—— . 


45 aber The State therefore, whith 


Judgment 
Church, be deemod ns of* that A 


| "0 4% 
to others, They have the beſt Right"bf 
any to \Iitufgence, becauſe they boar 
al Butthens; and do not defite to ſhare 
e Profits with” other Men. A 190 3 
Our Way bear our Teſtimony "by / 


Affirmation, and That be 
rooted in or Conſciences'; f 7 6 I 85 
* Friends, as the 


faal Methods: of Oathis are menge 950 


of the reſpective Niethöds 


e ee e it 
J 2 roperty;' in their 
af ö no may without any 'Inconyent: 
ence allow us at Indulgence in hi Cale? 
upon the ſame Principles that it alloys: 
and requires an honeſt e 
formation in all. a 
Te proceed to tell us your Apprebenl 
ſions, that god Men may be prievdt 
they ſhall ſer Juch Condeſtenſons made 
4 Chriſtian Le giſlature, 70 4 Sec? of A 
who cannot, — to the Uni 
and Practice of the Cat 


2 


Nau. 2915 
We may perhaps be ecken 4 by the 
Catholick Church for ought I know; but 


what is That to the Caſe in hand? Tt 


N ſerve indeed (if That was the 
View) 
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£3 £AX — +} 2 — — — — — DFF e Lo e Ae fon. oc co 7 


8 0 ſtand upon a Foot of Privilege, not 


Ca}: 


View) to: inſlame the Paſſions'of: Men; | 


co ſtir up the ignorant, unthink- 
ing Populaca agaiiſt us: It might ſerve 


in a Popiſh> idolatrous Country, where 
the Words Cathpliok Oburciꝭ have à ſecret 
Charm, which inſfices the People, and the 
prieſts too, wich Fury and ſs. But 
the Indulgenee deſired, wWus deſired for 
Men under the Influence of "Gonſcience, 
which is an Authority ſuperior to that 
of the Catholiot Church: Twas'idefired 
by Men, who profeſs Themſelves ſiucere 
Followers of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Autho- 
rity. likewiſe is reputed by Them, in 
Reality and not in Words only, much great 
er than That of the ' Cathotick' Church: 
And laſtly, twas deſird by Men, who 
whether They be worthy, or unworthy, 
of chat ſacred Name of Chriſtians,” yer 
ſeruple not to make Their Afſurmarion'as 
Solemn, and as Obligatory, as any other 
Chriſtian s Oaths, and the Breach of it 
as Penal as is their Perjur 7. 

The reſt of the Petition contains lit- 
tle elſe except the Miniſters Fears, that 
our ect would multiply by means of this 
extraordinary Indulgente ; and that other 
Perſons may be fempted to profeſs: them- 
ſelves Quakers, in order tu exempt them- 
ſelves from the Obligations of Oaths, ani 


lowed 


0 xs. J.. 
18 1 — 
ain ben. 42831 öngi 9113 (4 148 7 
| 2" If Men be tempted te profoſt them 
ſelves our Friomis on this Actoumt, what 
Advantage daa they propoſe, unleſs t 
seally chihł it amlauiu vo rake an Out, 
Oar Friedds ate not to be exempted Roh 
giving their Teſtimony in Courts of Ju- 
ſiee:\Nor are they entmpt from Prost. 
dutions, nor from — if they 
Arm falfly To imagine therefore hit 
any hut ſtrictly. conſtiemtious Men ſhould 
come over to our Perſuaſion, in orfderts 
exempt tchemſel ves from the'Obligarita 
of Oachs, is abſurd; and che Am. 
on of ſuch is, to the State; as great u 80 
ny r and dene 
* fir "Fe! | 
No under then chat the Noble Lor 
rejected a Petition ſo-groundleſs, fo: jilt- 
ly 'exceprionable, ſo much calculated ſot 
A Violtae upon the Conſeiences f o 
many Thoufands; and in their Gres 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, amd Juſtice? gare 
their Oonſent to the paiſing a Bill; 
relie ves ſo many, und dan t 
ny Harm to the Public. 
But how abſurd ſoe ver this petit 
was, there were fore of the /Nobl 
Lords, Who were of Opinion chat i 


h 
un; Jaber 


ought not to have ben -r bhected a8 f 
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was; and neither you nor They, Thope; can 
take it amiſs of me, if T Kh next 
to examine the Force of them, as ap- 
ply d to the preſent Caſe; 
1ſt. The Right of Petitioning in a Le- 


gal Manner, to Legal Purpoſes, does ap- 


ain 'by Lau and Uſape to the free 
Pan of this Realm. in are the — 
gy leſs ＋ in Nelation to the Ex- 
erciſe of this Right, than any other of his 
Majeſty's Subjects. On the contrary, we be- 
live them as worthy of enjoying it, and as 
capable of exerting it to wiſe and good 
Ends, as any Rank of private Men m the 
King dom. E 
The Fourth Reaſon is, that as the Cler- 
gy of London have 1 of obſer- 
ving and ne what may be ſtir d in 
Parliament to the Prejudice of their Or- 
der; ſo it becomes them to make nſe of that 
Advantage in behalf _ their diſtant Bre- 
thren ; eſpecially at a Time when the Re- 
preſentatives F the Clergy are not at- 
tending" in Convocation, and in a Nea- 
dineſs to exert their known Right of ap- 
plying to the Legiſlature on all ſuch Occaſions. 
The Fifth” Reaſon is {till more re- 
markable: The London Clergy, from 
whence the Petition came, are and have 
been always eſteem d of great Conſiderati- 
on. From this Body of Men have pro- 
1522 * ceeded 


_— 


Jed man C aue, 2 
of th 2 8 


ops. Bench; e ee, uc * — 
on; and in the Reign 1 7g. it, their 


rt 


neyer to be bee Labou Fs Bt Hop" 
10 the, Torrent. of e 
d 15 Three, 1 and. 


I have joinec 
"qv will examine 0 Force. 
If the LES Ats — 
alone 
an 7 


that 1 or ip” x private. — petitiqn- | 
ing in the preſent. Manner, are: not THE. 
CLERGY : And er en — Tas 
N may be worthy. CY 
Right of Petitionipg, and a of, 
_ exerting it to wiſe, and. good. yet 
theſe ew may. le a8. a . and; a8 
errant Enemies to all that is valuable in 
a well conſtituted Government, ac the. 
Same Number of a Raub ef e Maw: 
inthe. Kingdom... 
2. Allowing th  Cleray Ne 
be always eſteem of great Cunſidenation, 
yet what Title have, theſe Petitioners: to 
that Name? Toy are a great mania: 
boye a hundred. Pa in den, ang, 
f ea 


Cp?) - 
each of them hat one Principal, called 
eicher Parſon, or Vicar, or by ſome o- 
ther Name known amongſt your People. 
And of cheſe I find. not above 4 Dozen 
or Fifreen in the printed Catalogues. 
Were theſe Petitioners then the Repreſen · 
tatives of the reſt? Or, by What Autho- 
rity did they — aſſume the Title 
of The: Clergy: in and abus London: 
The reſt are. Curates, ot Lecturers, or 


ſine nomine V/ulgus," and bear not the ſame 


Proportion to the reſt of Their Tribe, as 
even the Parſons do to the abſent Ones; 


who knew nothing of the Matte. 


3. But ſtill ; allowing farther that theſe 


may be called, by the Help of ſome Trick 
of Art; The Clergy in and about London, : 


why are theſe: fo much to be yalued a- 


bove others? Why truly From this Body 


of Men- have proceeded many of the moſt 
eminem L16nTs of the Church, and Or- 


naments of 4he Biſhops Bench. Suppoſe 


our Friend ohn Gurney had argued thus 
before the Noble Lords two Mears ago. 
The Lords ought to have receiv d the 
* Norwich Weavers Petition againſt the 
© Callicoes, becauſe from Norwich had 


© proceeded that maſt eminent Ligbit of the 


* Church Matthew Parker, whoſe Father 
* was an honeſt and free Citizen of Nor- 
wich, and by Trade a'Calender of Stufts, — 

| C 2 Would 
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I do not remember any of their Names 
"x e 
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ſoorh, very eminent Lights of the Churth 


have proceeded thence, and Ornaments 4 | 
the Biſhops Bench. There are in the Lords 
Houſe ſome very emment Ornaments 14 


rhe Biſhops Bench, who are, I am to 
of the Clergy in and about London. I 


haye not heard that they were ſo much 
as ſummoned, or let into the Secret of 
this Petition: And if the Report be true, 


One Biſhop publickly aſſerted it before 
the Noble Lords, that He had no Know- 
ledge, or Notice of this haſty Aſſembly. 
To have acquainted the Ornaments of the 
Biſhops Bench, would have been very 


natural and eaſy ; and would, methinks, 
have recommended the Petition, had not 


other Reaſons ſwayed the Petitioners; 
beſides what here are mentioned. * 


4. Yes; but, Their never to be forgot. 


ten Labours put a ſtop to the Torrent of 


Popery, in the Reign preceding the Re- 
volution. You can tell whoſe Labours, 


no doubt. Was it His, whom they call, 
Dr. Moſs ? Or his, who is named Tho- 


mas Gooch ? Or was it the Labour of 


thoſe Hirelings, who are called Curates 
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Would the Noble Lords have admitted 
this Reaſoning 2 Vet methinks, tis juſt 

Parallel, why the Petition of the London _ 
Clergy ſhould be receiv'd, becauſe, for- 


Pa 


in King _ Time; and therefore 


wonder What Merit They can elaim from 


their Attacks of Ves: But tho 
Theſe Men did not then live, yet their 
Predeceſfors did. I admit it: But then I 


ſay, that at the Beginning of Queen Eliza- 
beth's Reign, the 1 Miniſters ſer 


out their Declaration againſt the Apparel 
preſcribed 4: a Labour never to be for- 
gotten ! yet I do nor find it makes any 


Matter of Merit now. I cannot but 


think it as juſt for aur Eiradl to urge, 
that the Roa Clergy are now to be va- 
lued, becauſe their Predeceſſors once de- 
| clared againſt the Apparel preſcribed, as 
that che preſent Set of Men are to be-ya- 
lued, becauſe their Predeceſſors heroical- 
ly oppos d a Torrent, which would have 
ſwept away Them, 5 Their Religion, 
— Their Tithes too. 

5. Their Petition is it ſeems to be ad- 
mitted, becauſe, the Repreſentatives of the 
Clergy are not attending in Convocation. 
I do not pretend to underſtand your 
Conſtitution much; nor to know what 
Neceſſity there is for the Clergy to at- 
tend the Parliament continually. But 


yet methinks the Chief of You; who ; 


[tiles himſelf V. Cant. (in a great Book, 
wrote on Purpoſe ro prove that the Cler- 
gy have, no Right to meet in Convoca- 


ion as oft as the Parliament meets,) has 


given 
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given the World bur little Encoutdge: 
ment to hope for much Good from che 
Meetings of the Clergy. He knows and 
ſpeaks openly of your Tempers, ydiit 
Peeviſhneſs and Reſentments, and i 
acquainted with your Factions and Oe. 
ſigns, much better than the Noble Londs 
can be. Pride and ill Nature commnty 
* domineer in them, i. e. Synods. Appeal, 
Pref. p. 24 They judge not atccurusg 
© to Truth er Evidence, but with Re 
ſpect of Perſons, and every ane ofpſe: 
© what another Ma different Perſuaſion . 
ther moves or approves of. Author 
of Chriſtian Princes, p. 316. But I cate 
not to repeat this open Cenſure of your 
Spirit, ſince Charity obligeth me to. cou 
a Multitude of Sins, Not that I would 
by This be thought to cenſure or con- 
demn your whole Body; I know m/ 
ſelf ſeveral particular Perſons of gyeat 
Worth and Probity among Them; and 
how much ſoever J, or our Friends, dit 
fer from Them, yet we ſhall always te. 
ſpe& and eſteem them' as truly valuable 
Men. But then, ſince the Clergy are no! 
attending in Convocation ; That is De 
monſtration to me, that the King judge 
ir needleſs-ar preſent ; that He knows ol 
no Buſineſs, either proper for, or worthy 
of, that Meeting; that He ſees, as you! 


Archbiſbop fays, but too much of 72 
771 
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Tempers ; is bad graciaur te you';'vand 
has 700 great "a Concern” for the Church's © 

Good 0 fuffer you. ta: da your” ſelves m 
the Church a Miſchief.” Appeal, p 14. 
But becauſe this Clamour has been art- 
"Wl fully of late fomented, as well by pri- 
vate Perſons, as now in this Manner by 
theſe diſſenting Lords, III rranſeribe 
from the - Archbiſhop's Authority: of Chre- 
ſfian Princes, juſt the Contents of What 
he has largely provid. That the Con- 
vocation cannot meet without the 
* King's Mit: That being ſummon, it 
{ lies in his Breaſt whether they ſhall ſit 
* or not: That the Convocation has no 
Right to ſit as e as the Parliament 
meets: That the main End for Which 
synods are neceſſary to be aſſembled, is 
either to eſtabliſn che Faith, and to 
declare the Unity: of the Church in 
Matters of Dactrine; or to adviſe and 
a aſſt the Civil Magiſtrate in Things 
pertaining to the Diſcipline of it: That 
' neither of theſe Ends make it nereſſury 
' or uſeful at preſent: That there may be 
' Times in which twould be unadviſea- 
ble to aſſemble it, v;z. Times of Di 
content, &c. That neither Scepticiſm, 
Deiſm, nor even Aiheiſin it felt, is fuf- 
ticient Occaſion, at' preſent to let ic 
meet: That tis not neceſſary to con- 
| - © demn 
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© demn:thoſe who plead for a General 
FJaleration; nor to call ſome particy- 
lar Perſons to Account. Theſe and mauy 
other Things, which deſerve your Notice, 
andi the Notice of theſe Complainers, are 
fully and largely proved by your own 
Archbiſhop, and with fo much Skill and 
Knowledge of our Hiſtory and Chuxeh 
Conſtitution, that His Enemies, in my 
Opinion, may with more Eaſe rail at 
Him, and cry out for your Convocation 
to fit, than they can anſwer the Res- 
ſons given by Him, why they ſhould 

6. Whereas the Situation of the Zap 
don Clergy makes them capable of oþ- 
ſerving and knowing what is, or maybe 
ftirr d in Parliament, to the Prejudice of 
their Order; and therefore tis concluded 
that their Petition ought not to have been 
rejected; Juſt the 3 in the preſent 

Caſe, ought to be infer d, if there be 
any Force in this way of Reaſoning, 
Viz. — Becauſe the Petition is 10 of 
Men who are entitled to that Name, ot 
have that advantageous Situation; be- 
cauſe the London Clergy really acquieſced 
in the good Deſign of the Parliament; 
and by their not appearing to the contta- 
ry, plainly conſented, that They were 


under no ſuch Apprehenſions as 55 
en 


e ol WD 15s 1h 
Men would inſinuate; therefore the Pe- 
ticion ought to be rejeffed. 1 1 
The decan and Third Reaſons af 
ſigned: fot the Reception ſof the Petition: 
are founded upon the Suppoſition, that 
it was the: Act of the Clergy, and that 
on Bill might affect their: Intereſts. 

OW Ati I” Tir ca 1 ik 45 

To me it ſeems an Mont to the Houſe 
of Lords, an Inaignity offerd to that 
Wiſe and Great Aſſembly, for the Peti- 
tioners to aſſume a Name They could 
þ have no Pretenſions to; and by Virtue of 
1 ſuch à Fallacy, to think to impoſe on 
che Legiſlature of che Nation. The Pe- 
„tition therefore muſt be offenſive as to 
che Manner of it; and as to its Matter, 
d cwas ridiculouſly abſurd; as I have al- 
ef ready proyed. 77 n n 
The af. Reaſon aflign'd is, That by: 
he Experience we find, that the treating in 
g 7:5 manner a Petition from any great and 
of M conſiderable Body, is not the beſt way 
or #0 —extinewſh the Uneaſineſs that occa- 
x- /eontd it; à very tontrary Effett having 
dll f2Yowed from the rejecting a Petition late- 
tl / offered by the City of London. 
The Difference of the Caſes ſeems, to 
rl our Friends, ſo palpable, that we are 
really ſurprized to hear That Aﬀaic re- 
en vived. A regular Petition was drawn — 


, 4 % | * , * 
BY ( 2 1 


by the Mayor and Aldermen, and Comm 
Council of the City: (a very great an 
conſiderable Body indeed!) in an Aﬀair 
that, in their Opinion, manifeſtly cons 
cerned the Liberty and Property of Mil- 
lions of People inhabiting this Town + 
This was prefented by the Proper Offl- 
cer, and in a Manner becoming the Oc- 
caſion. The Noble Lords, not deeming 
the Petition regular, or not ſeeing. the 
Matter of it in that diſadvantageous- 
Light that the City did, rejected at That 
Time the Petition. In the preſent Caſe, 
a petition is drawn up by. we know not 
whom; No Biſhop at the Head of theſe 
Men; No Arch-dearon; a tumultuar7 
Meeting call'd; not expected or thought 
of by the proper Perſons who were to 
appear; When they did appear, no Time 
allowed to read it carefully; Every one 
call d upon to /n, not to examine 


Notice was given That 2 only, 
in which it Sad ro be delivere 22 J 
the, Houſe of Lords ; The Biſhops, whoy 
in the Capacity of Miniſters, had a Right- 
to be ſummoned, were not at all ap- 
priz'd of the Matter; The Secret was 
imparted to only truſty Friends; and in 
ſuch Hurry was it executed, that ſcarce 
any of the Rectors of Pariſhes cou'd at- 
tend it. In the Former Caſe, the City 
s Magi- 


— 
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Magiſtrates: and Officers legally aſſem- 
bled, were properly, The Cuy. In che 
latter Caſe, a Minarity of the Clergy 
aſſume the Name of the , bale; and in 
little more Propriety can be called The 
Clergy 'of London, than any One Man 
can be call'd fo. 6 110065 0 REIT 
I ſhall not beſtow any more Time on 
theſe Reaſons: for rejecting a Petition ſo 
abſurd; but ſhall examine a little more 
carefully the Reaſons againſt the Bill it 
ef. which if They were good, are good 
or ought'ro be fo ſtill, even though the 
Bill-beſpaſſeld. >: 557 gout 1901] © oct 
There is, I think, che mare Reaſon 
for this, becauſe being prinred, and ſpread 
about the Nation, and being ſuch as de- 
termined 'Eleyen Lords to enter aProteſt; 

one of which is called an ArchbiſÞop, 

and Two are called B. and be- 
cauſe The Other, who is calld Archbi- 

ſhop of Cant. and one more, commonly 

call d Biſhop: of Oxon, did Diſſent from 

the Lords in this Affair, This may ſeem 

to have great Authority amongſt You, 
and ſome of your Peop lGee. 
: The Firſt: Reaſon aflign'd againſt the 
Bill, is, Becauſe the Privileges allowed by 
his Bill to the Quakers, ate without Hu- 
ame: and not indulged to them ar be 
Lefs were, from Time to Time, and iy 
e De: 


Oo 


4 
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The Reaſon: then why They were 
gainſt the Bill, is, becauſe tis made-pers 
petual, and not temporary only; which 
is allowing the Hadulgence in it ſelf, and 
differing only about a Circumſtance, which 
may be redteſſed at any Time, if the 
State really does ſuffer any Inconve- 
niente Hit. nee 10 2d 7 008 
But whereas theſe Noble Lords are 
pleas d to ſay, that the Privilege allowed 
by this Bill 2s 407thout Example; if by 
That They mean, that the Admiſſion t 
profeſs Fidelity without an Oath Here in 
England, is without 5 I mult beg 
leave to put them in Mind, that our 
ſolemn Affirmation is diſtinguiſhed from 
an Oath in our Laws; and confequently 
to give Teſtimony without an Oath, is 
not without Example, as is here ſug- 
geſted. Or if it be ſaid, as is in reality 
here affitm d, that our ſolemm A irmatiun 
is an Oath, cxcepting only ſome Forms. 
lities with reſpect to the manner of ura. 
ing it, and taking it; then the Lords 
muſt bear us witneſs, in direct Contra- 
diction to their own Reaſon hete,'af 
ſignd, vis. that theſe great Privileges 
hxve been indulged to us from Time to 
Time, and by Degrees : For at firſt we 
f were 


T 7 


- 
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and had no Indulgence at all, ho much 


ſinful. Then were we indu 
as to be Aiſpens d with ar to Forma- 
lities, wit :reſpet? 76 the Manner of- 
wording and taking an Oath: And now 
at length, (Thanks be to the Legiſlatute 
of the Nation, which has had a due Senſe 


en 


and our /imple Affirmation is admitted 
in the ſtead: of what was increality an 


If the Lords mean, when they ſay; 
that the Privileges allowed to the Quakers 
by this Bill are without Example, that 
there is no Inſtance of Privileges being 
made perpetual at once: We beg leave 
to ſay, that there are many e. 
this Nature in the Statute. „which 
twould be tedious, becauſe needleſs, 
here tq:-meation.{ 1 aua de 


If They mean, that tis withaut Ex- 
ample Any where, to indulge any Set of 
Men fo far, as to admit them 70"profeſs 
Fidelity, and to give Teſtimony upon their 
ſimple Affirmation; here too I muſt 
beg leave to put them in mind, that in 
Haolland this Liberty is indulged. 

NF In the Year 1710. the Canton of 
Bern thought fir to perſecute ſome Men- 
Wt. noniſis 


Wee 
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were. under the common Ties of Oarths; 


ſoe ver we deem d them Unchriſlian and 5 
& fo far 


of Conſcience,) we are further indulged, 


Oath, to which We were fore d to comply. 


6 


and being unwilling to ſtain their Hands 


x7 5.) 4 


3 were ſetled in Their Country; 


8 innocent Blood, they ſent to the 
States of Holland, deſiring a Paſſport ſot 

Mr. Ruyter, with One Hundred and Fifty 

Anabaptiſts, that they might have a free 
Paſſage through their Country; 2 
that They would write to the Admiralty 
of the Maze to be aſſiſtant to they 
Tranſpartation into America. M. &. 
Sapborin delivered in a Memorial for tis 
Purpoſe, in the Name of that Canton 
Before St. delivered in his Me 
morial, the States thought fit to inter- 
poſe in behalf of theſe poor perſetutel 
People, and wrote a Letter, ſome Pati 
of Which will be worth tranſeribing, o- 
the Sake ol the n therein 

iven. . {84:8 

4 We. beth a the States, exdmin. 

the Conduct of the Anabaptiſto, and 
have found them by Experience, to % 

* good and faithful Subjocts in our Coun- 
0 try; of a quiet, — and ſincere Man 
ner of Lift, not medling with "any 
a Matters but what belong to them: On 
which Account we neither could, not 

* ought: to refuſe to ſo pood Subjects oui 
=. Interceſſion in Favout of their Bre- 
* thren. ' Then urging ſeveral Reaſons 


againſt Perſecution, they go G thus. * 


thy. 


Aud whetess = ate inform'd, that 
„your e if Three Things to 
their Char > That they do nor 
© own age 44 710 be agreeable to the 
© Word Bad or the Tenour of the 
© Chriſtian Religion. 2dly, That they 
© refuſe to ſweat Fidelity to the Govern- 
ment, and to confirm the Truth by their 
1 when cited by the Magiſtrate. 

y, That they refuſe to a their 


« Counnry in Caſe of Neceffity. It ap- 


* pears to us, That the Fi of theſe | 
© Accuſations does not at all agree with + 

the x 3th Article of their Confeſſion of 
' Faith: By which it is plain, that they 
have other and much better Sentiments 

* of Obedience to Superiours. As co 
the Matter of Oaths; rnd ta, are 
' of Opinion, that Sen orbid - 
them the Word of G that 
' their Derlaration on their Pratt has 
the fame Force and Effect with Them as 
' Oaths with Others : It follows by Con- 
ſequence, That this ion can be of 
" 00 Prez to the 

' the 3d, We think ir roo far ſtretcht, 
, — the do not abfolurely refuſe to 
defend their Country, but think that 
the Profeſſion and Uſe of Ams for Re- 
venge and Ruin of others, is not al- 
\ lowed of by the Laws of the Goſpel | 
[4 an 5 


ck. And as to 


© and that it may ſuffice that they pay 
© all Taxes which are laid upon them, by 
© which a State may be defended: 1; 
Seven Days after the Date of this 
Letter, S. Saphorin deliver d in his Me- 
morial before mentioned. Upon Which 
the States, after mature Deliberation, 
thought fir to give the following An- 
{wer : © That the States are of Opinion, 
That every Man ſhould be leſt c his 
Freedom in Matters of Religion, and 
that no Body ſhould be perſecuted. or 
* paniſh'd for ſuch Matters, if his Doc- 
* trine and Conduct does not tend tothe 
© Prejudice of the Country in which be 
lives. And ſeeing that theſe 
tiſts muſt be reckoned. of that Number, 
© their High Mightineſſes (having found 
© by Experience that — they have a. 
5 khas d themſebues as very good. Subjetss) 
© cannot therefore be any way alliſting 
towards tranſporting the aforeſaid 4. 
* nabaptiſts to America, cke. 
When the Letter from the Hates vn 
8 by Mr. Runckel, he deliver d in 
ikewiſe a Memorial, in which, among o- 
ther Things, he bore them this Teſtymo- 
ny, that they were good and 2 
Subjects and peaceable People, who m 
ale not in the leaſt with what does nat be. 
A 1 
| - 
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of a Set of Men, Who hold 


tis to be a Chriſtian; and to all that 


ELD 


The Reſolt of this e the 
Mennonifts were ſent down the 
Noe chain d together; and when they 
came to Holland, they were receiv'd wi 
open Arms by their ae there, wi 
from thar Inſtant were incorporated Mem- 
bers of the States of Holland. 
Here then is an Example, ar ond 
which ought never to be forgot, of the 
Teſtimony of à State in behalf of a 
People, who refus d to take an Oath! 
The Dutch are apprehenſive of no ſuch 
terrible Conſequences to heir State, ftom 


an Indus . -& 


ence of this Nature. The 
had many Tears Experience of 3 


Unlawful; and their Behaviour a een 
ſo good, chat, at their Tnterceſſ = tlie 
States interpos d in Behalf of 

the fame" Perſuaſion, and at length ad- 
mitted them as Subjects. A Labour' of 
Love 'never*to-be-for „and which 
muſt endear thoſe true Patrons of Liber=- 
ty of Conlcience, to All that know what 


have an Averſion to che Beaſt upon the 
Seven Hills, the Mother of Harlots, who 
ir drunk with the Blood of the Saints, and 
with the Blood of the Martyrs of 'Fefus. 

The ſecond Reaſon againſt this Bill is, 


2 rn we look upon the Quakers, 
E ho 


thers of 


* 


* who, reject the C3) 3 
| «Chriſt, and are, as far as they ſo de, 
* unworthy of che. Name of Chriſtians,” 
te be on that account, e ay 
Aae ngulbing, Weed 
0 _of Favour. Stec 
Be it fo, \ that. we are umwwor/hy. the; 
Name of. ey on the Account. here. 
mentioned, yer ſurely we are, intitled po. 
that on other Accounts, as Wits». 
neſſes and Martyrs of Jeſus. .. And. bers 
I, muſt obſerve. 7 . of rk. | 
5 ur Account of at 
eee, in whom che Spirit of the. 
Veritioners is not. In Fur ition you 
abſolutely deny ug, 54 . 40 1 
frets ame of | 
ſay, we es, 
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[wo Sagramems of Cui 
of ( . 
ting us to 4e 
ones; the N 108. 
us to be Se 
them for ſuch 8-4 THOR {EG 1 
Tis not the Time here to enter upon 
our Renſons for our Practice: But let 
me ask, what has the re of Water 
Dag to do with he Indulgence deſired 
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Cheiſtians in 
ture to 5 
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by; auch at Hiſt granted to} us? Whenever 
rhe Begiflature will uni verſally refuſe all 


Favours _— that gre leit e Food, 
very re I may ven- 


will -not deſſte any dnn 
of 'Favour at all. In 4 "Ty diftmngit/h- 
ing Marks of Fav may,” we humbly 
cores el n to ſuch Men, 8. 
f Subjects 1 
Men whoſe Coachs deen ſuch, a 28 
not to de contending and diſpuring for 
Places and Honsuts, and great Tirles ; 


to Men who are quiet, and not given to : 


change ; ro Men who think it their Duty 


to obey their* Superiors in all Things 
lawful; and yet will not forſake their 


Religion, - or. Conſtience, on accoum of 
any Difficulties or Diſcouragements that 
may be laid upon them. Such Men, we 
are humbly of' Opinion; are teally derber 
Subjects, and more deſerving of dhfin- 
* Mart, 'of Favour, Reon any Civil 
Governaiinty (whatever their Notions 
or Practices may be in Religion; of which 
they muſt give an Account to God, and 
to Him alone) than Men Who admit the 
Two Sacraments of Chriſt, and yer are 
perplexing the Public Allaits, and ten- 
dring every Step of our Governors 2s un- 
acceptable to the People, as tis poſſible 


for Them to do. The 


for our- Friends, that We | 
Marks 


(36). 

The Third, Reaſon is, *,Begauſe the 

© Quakers —have not given the Evi 
a by Law required, of their Belief of the 
< Divinity of Chriſt That they will en 

courage themſelves yet . in their 
Ayerſion, to. ſubſcribe that Profeſſion. 
of Chriſtian. Belief? — Thar, it may 

< refle&t ſome * "beg on the Chriſtiag 
0 Faith, if the Evidenee given by ſuch 
4 © Perſons on their, bare Word, ſhall by 
Law be judged of equal Credit with 

* the ſolemn Oath. of an acknowledged 
< 4 and ſincere Member of the 
© Eſtabliſhed: Comune ; 170 bing 
reply, EF. 

I. If not one Quaker in-an w Hus 
hath ſubſcribed. the Profeſſion. of | Chris 
ſtian Belief directed by that Act, 28 
is here aſſerted, I cannot but think 2 
Reaſon to be, that no Body has calld 
in _ queſtion Our Belief in this Point. 

The Act, in the fſt of William and 

Mary, does not, we apprehend, oblige 
us to go before a Juſtice of the Peace, 
and there unasked make the Profeſſion 
enjoined ; but it enjoins us to ſubſcribe 
that Profeſſion, B&1NG THEREUN TO 
REQUIRED. Now has this Subſcrip- 
tion been REQUIRED of one Quaker 
in an Hundred? If not, what can this 


Suggeſtion mean, bur only to intimate If / 


to 
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to the World, chat we do nt believe 
what; we do. declare: Cy 
For LM 175 „ md 

. berge to the Art of "Robert 
Barclay, whether:we do not believe the 
Divinity: of: Ohriſt. He ſays, P. 247. 
Hence He is ſialy called, The Mediator 
fetuuxt God and) Man; far having been 
* with God from all Eternity. being him- 
* {elf God, and alſo in time of 
the Nature of Man, Gg. But I need 
ma urge farther Evidence in A Caſe » 
clear. 514 147 
3. Sepp tha we did not believe 
the Divinity of Chriſt,” chat is no Argy 
ment why we ſhould not be indulg 
the preſent Caſe. The State ſurely is 9 
ſecure of the Honeſty of a Man who be- 
lieyes in God, and affirms the Truth of 
any Fact, as i be, if the Man does, 
or does not, believe the Divinity of the 
Son. It ſeems not to me to be an eſſen- 
tial Ingredient to the Idea of Honeſty, 
to believe either way in That Point; 
and therefore the Government may very 
well ſubſiſt, and may very ſeverely and 
juſtly puniſh. Offenders, - whether They 
Why that Doctrine or not. 

4. What Reflection can it poſſibly be 
to the Chriſtian Faith, if our Simple Af- 


firmation be Judged of equal Credit 2 
 - Fe 


(8). 


the Oath: of any fim lb 
eſtabliſhed. Communion : Ailthat —_ 
vernment wants, is Truth: If This an 
be attain d any way, cheir End is an- 
ſwered. Our Aſfirmatim, ot Ane 
Man's: Oath, is but 4 Mean to Sb 
the Knowledge of Truth: and -H Roth 
of them /y, and bur-Equally'tend 
to this, why ſhould not Both be o 
Credit. Tis an uſual Saying, That he 
Mord of an Honeſt Man is 4s" gu ad hn 
Bond. And He mult be a Stranger 0 
the World, who would not rather tale 
the Word: of ſome Man, chan 2 Thon. 
ſand Oaths of Others. But yet [rely 
no one was ever ſo weak as to imagine 
it a Drſhononr to the Chriſtian Faith, that 
plain, naked Honeſty, is uſually: pte. 
fer d, evento a Proverb, before the Oaths 
of Numbers of Fer n et ern 
ans. 
5. There ſeems in this Rerſdth 3 
a covert Intimarion, artfully inſinuating 
2 Notion, as if our Friends were not 4r- 
knowledred Chriſtians, becauſe here their 
Evidence is oppos d to That of an ar. 
knowledged Chriſtian. I cannot -there- 
fore omit to acquaint you, that in all the 
1 Laus of the Land relating to our Friends, 
1 we always were deem d, and treated as 
ſuch. In an Act, 13 and is Charles the 
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ad, we are treated as Perſons who go 
nader the Name of Jeparation:\16Charles.2,; 
we are call'd Sectaries: U iiliau and Mary 
ve are called Di//enters from tha Church of 
England : And again, 7, 8 Milliam, we 
ue ſtiled by the ſame Name. Now 
Heat hens or Infidels are never called Di 
{enters from any Church; nor is it poſ- 
ſible that the Legiſlature ſhould ) have 
ziven us the Titles of Sectaries, or Sepa- 
faliſas, upon any other Principle, than that 
They always conceiv'd us to be Fellow 
Chriſtians, how imperfect ſoever. - But 
as. Theſe Inftances. are only coaſequen- 
tial, however clear, I ſhall annex an 
expreſs Teſtimony from the Act of Tole- 
ration, 1 Witham and Mary, wherein we 
ae ordered, after a Declaration of Fide- 
lity, to ſubſcribe a Profeſſion: of our 
CHRISTIAN Behef. Surely this is 
acknowledging Us to be Chriftmans, or 
elſe how, can we be obliged! to profeſs 
our Chriſt;an Belief ? The Proteſters there- 
fore here have made a very unaccountable 
Oppoſition betveen Us and acknowledges 
Chriſtians, whea-the very Laws of the 
1 do acknowledge us to be Cbri- 
c i ET TE. 

Laſtly, I muſt remark again, that the 
Aoprehenſions of theſe Proteſters are, that 
twill reflect 4 Diſponour on the . 

N aith, 


(499), 
Faith, if our Affirmation ſhall be 17 
77 equal Credit with the Oath of = 
cere Member of the Eſtabliſhed Comin 
As if in England there were no Other 
People but Qualers, and Church of Rig 
land Men. If indeed theſe Diemen 
will aſſert the che . Ind: 
pendents to be of the Eſtabliſhed Com 
nion, Our Friends will 25 that We art 
likewiſe” Eſtabliſbed, as much as They. 
Let but our Affirmation be judged"of 
equal Credit with the Oath of any Di 
ſenter from the Eſtabliſhed . 
and we ask no more; or if there be in 
the Law, any Difference betwixt the 
Oath of a ſincere Diſſenter, and of a 
ſincere Member of the Eſtabliſhed Com- 
munion, twould be of Service to the 
Caſiuſis to be let into that Secret. 
The Fourth Reaſon is; *Tis unreaſon- 
able, that—where the Nobles, the Cler- 
gy, and Commons,—and even the 80. 
vereign himſelf takes an Oath, — a pit 
ticular Sect of Men, who refuſe roſerve 
© the State, either as Civil Officers; dr 
Soldiers, ſhould be releas d from that 
Obligation. If we ſhould ask, Why 
tis unreaſonable, when we are ready 
willing to make a Declaration of "out 
Fidelity ? The Proteſters add, Tis natu- 
* ral to expect, that Perſons chus indul x 
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RES ͤ 
ed ſhduld by Degrees be induced tõ? 
* tally to withdraw their Allegiance, till 
© they become as bad Subjects as Chri 
: ſtlians 5H © ear 0 972 
There wants, methinks, in this Ar- 
gument nothing but Charity, and Conſe- 
uence. For ſurely Men that have n 
lideliry, have been y Degrees induced 
totally to withdfaw their Allegiance, till 
They too have become very bad Subjects; 
and if our Declaration: be as binding to 
us, as Oaths are to others, wliatever 
can be ſuggeſted for the One, will be e. 
qually ſtrong for the Other. 
But whatever there be of Unreaſonable- 
neſe in this Affair, T muſt put the Mi- 
niſters in Mind, that the Man, whom you 
call Archbiſhop of Canterbury, himſelf was 
very ready and willing to come in to diſ- 
penſing with out former Solemn Affir- 
mation in all Points relating to the State, 
or to Public Matters: He was fo graci- 
dus as to propoſe a Releaſe from out for- 
mer Obligation, in Caſes of Allegiance - 
and Fealty to the Crown, and in ſeveral 
other Caſes of very great Importance; 
tho' He was for binding an Oath, or an 
i rn to an Oath, upon us in Caſes 
of Tithes, and in ſome Matters of pri- 
vate Property. The Archbiſhop- then 
cou d not perceive this Unreaſonableneſs; 
W F. which 
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ought, Univerſal. 


not really Quakers may ſbelter themſelves 


. 
which the Proteſters intimate; ſince we 
ſhould have been the ſame Swhjetts in tis 
Scheme, as we are in the preſent One, 
where our Indulgence is made, 8 it 


The F/h Reafon is Ther we drs, 
0 who are, or are not intitled to the Pri- 


< viteges granted by this Bill, „ e. Who 
are Qualers, or not: So that © Perſons 


under the Cover of that Name. 3 
This too ſeems to us a meer ground - 
leſs Suggeſtion. For fuppoſi Perſons 
not really Quakers, may ih ſer rhem- 
ſelves under that Name, what Intereſt, 
or what Advantage would it be? If a 
Man be liable to all the ſame Penalcies 
upon a Falſification of his Mord, as he is 
upon Falſiſication of his Oath, there is 
no great Danger of any Man's profeſſing 
himſelf a Quaker, merely. to avoid an 
Oath; which can be of no "Conſequence 
to Him, ſince he is ſubject ſtill to the 
Penalty of Perjury. 
The Sixth Reakon is founded' upoh 1 
Suppoſition, that the Quakers, as a Sch, 
are really under no ſuch Scruples in Point 
* of an Oath; — few of them having re- 
*fus'd to comply with their ſolemn Afir- 
* mation, equivalent to an Oath—and the 


« Scruples of a few — ought nor to be te- 
« garded ; 
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* garded; efpecially if continuing the Law 
now in Force, will probably extinguith 
( thaſsiSeauples: 1:7 2 

I think;this Reaſon, as ta its Founda - 
tion, ſo very groundleſs, that the Lords 
Proteſters aſſign the ditect conttary to it 
in their next Reaſan, and in conſequence 
Themſelves confure Themſelves. Here 
They aſſert that the Quakers are really 
under na ſuch Scruples in Point of an 
Oath: Their next Reaſon ſays Nor can 
the Quakers be excepted in this Caſe 
(vis of Swearing) whoſe awfiu 1 pe 
* benhons of an Oath appear from their 
* earneſt Endeavonurs to decline it. Are we 
then under ſuch Apprehenſions of an 
Oath, as to make us endeayour to decline 
an Oath, and yet at the ſame Time un- 
der na Scruples in Point of an Oath ? 
Strange Contradiction! But yet this fen- 
cing in Argument, this maintaining #074 
Sides of a Queſtion, goes for right Rea- 
ſon, when Men are to be painted odious, 
or the Number, not the Weight of Rea- 
ſons is to turn rhe Ballance. 

But, continuing the Law now in 
Force will probably extinguiſh thoſe 
* Scruples, which ſame have of an Oath, 
and the Repeal of it will certainly give 
new Life and Strength to them. 


F 2 
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All that this amounts to is only a Pro: 
bability, aſſerted on one Side, againſt an 
evident Fact on the other. Our Friends 
have always maintain d, and avowed; the 
Unlawfulneſs of all Oaths; and the Sa. 
lemn Affirmation, indulg d us by Law for 
ſeveral Years paſt, has not had this Ef. 
fect to extinguiſh any Scruples, relating to 
that Affair. On the contrary, we have 
ever deem d our late Obligation to be 
like an Attempt to ſwear without ſwear- 
ing; in ſhorr, an artful Impoſition that 
has made us very uneaſy, and defirous 
to exert our utmoſt . Endeayours to get 
rid of it. - And fince the Repeal of that 
Law has made our Conſciences eaſy, and 
can be no ways prejudicial to Truth, or 
to the Security of the Subjects Proper- 
ty, we ſhall ſtill retain thoſe awful Ap⸗ 
prehenſions of an Oath, which we have 
at preſent; and not wound our Spirits 
by doing what Chriſt forbids us; nor 
ſhall we for the future (as many of us have 
done on this ſole Account) lye in Goals, 
to the Detriment of our Families, and 
of our common Country, whoſe. Good 
is beſt provided for, when the Subjects 
are at Liberty, in an honeſt and in- 

duftrious way, to gain their Livings. 
The. Seventh Reaſon urged againſt 
the Bill is“ That the Reycrence of an 
j ; Oath 
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« Oath hath been always obſery'd to o- 


* perate farther towards the Diſcovery of 


Truth, than any other Solemn Form of 


Aſſeveration. a 
We are ready to acknowledge, That 
This is generally true; But then we ſay 
that this ariſes from the ill Principles, 
and ill Inſtructions, of People; who ſeem 
to be little ſenfible, that to Lye before 
God is a very heinous Sin, and will draw 
down as certainly his Wrath and Dam- 
nation upon the Guilty Perſon, as can a- 
ny Crime whatever. Oaths themſelves 
are only Means deſign d for the Diſcove- 
ry of Truth; But then if our Friends are ſo 
principled as to believe a frmple Affr- 
mation equally obligatory upon them as 
an Oath is upon the Generality of the. 
World, and have Notions of an omni- 
preſent God ready to avenge himſelf up- 
on the Lyar, as really as others conceive 
him to be ready to puniſh the Perjurer, 
their ſimple Affirmation muſt be in Them 
as good a Mean to diſcover Truth, as an 
Oath is. But of this, and of what fol- 
lows in relation to our Refuſal to pay 
Tithes, and the Probability of our diſ- 
guiſing Truth in that particular Caſe, 
enough has been already ſaid. n 
There is but one Reaſon more aſſign d. 

a very ſtrange one it is, why we ſhould 
| have 


GW) 
have no Favour ſhewn us, tho? we are 
well affected to the Government; he- 


cauſe truly, This Indueement might be 


improved into a Reaſon for granting 
© like Favours to Deiſts, Artans, Fews, 
© and even to Heatbens themlelves. 
© Their Friendſhip, we preſume, wauld 
© be cultivated at too great an Expence, 
* if for the ſake of it, any Thing thoud 
be done by the Legiſlature, which 
might weaken the Security of all Gq- 
* veraments, an Oath ; and, by chat 
Means, do more Miſchief to the State 
in one Reſpect, than it brought Ad- 
vantage in another. The Force of this 
Reaſon, whatever it be, lies in this; That 
no Man, who is known to avow Prin- 


ciples deſtructive of Chriſtianity, how- 


A 


ever uſcful he may otherwiſe be to 
the State, ought to be encouraged, 
by a Law purpoſely made in his Fa- 
vour, to continue in thoſe Principles. 
Now, x. Here is ſuch an Inſtance of 
— as cant be accounted for, un- 
leſs upon a Suppoſition which I: know 
not whether I ought to admit, v/z. That 
theſe Proteſters meant only to. raiſe and 
foment Jealouſies and Uneaſineſs amongſt 
the People, and ro work up their Paſſions 
againſt the Parliament and Adminiſtra- 


tion. What is there in this Bill to en- 
courage 
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(47 J 
courage out Friends to continue in our 
Principles > Or, is it Excourugi ment, not 
- * 0 — . 
ro puniſh Men for doing what cher Cons 
ſciences dictate to them to be theit Du- 
ty? Or, is this Law deſigned to e 
Meri continue in their Prinviples, which 
is only to guard them from Penalvies; 
when They are in them. Theſe ate Ex 
preſſions that can have. no othet Affe 
than <idher to miſguide thoſe: whom 
Paſſion againſt us may blind; or to 
encourage thoſe whom Faction and pri- 
vate Uneaſineſſes have already made E- 
nemies to the Government. Bur, 

2. What do the Noble Lords mean by 
ſaying, that this may be improv d inte 
a Reaſon for granting like Favours to 
the Fews ? Are not the Jews indulged 
ſo far, as to give their Evidence in their 
own Way, in a Way that their Conſcien- 
ces will permit? And are not They as 
much profefled Enemies to Chriſtianity, 
as any Deiſts can be? I do nor perceive 
any Reaſon, why a Ohriſtian Nation 
ſhould refuſe fuch Privileges, as are con- 
ſiſtent with Public Peace and Safety, to 
the Zews, becauſe they maintain Prin- 
ciples deſtructive of Chriſtianity: Nor do 
I believe that our Nation does now ſuf- 
fer any real Dertiment from the Privile- 
ges which the Jews enjoy. And if 1, 
Wu 
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Favour granted, the Public would 'reap 


The Buſineſs of Government cant be 


Intelligence, and Intereſt; and to contut 
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. 
cou d be made more u/efut and fru | 
to che Public, by means of any'farther 


2 * 


the Benefit, and not be a Suſferer by 
them. Wen „ 31111 71 1 791 
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3. Since the Lords inſiſt ſo much oi 
this Topick, let us put the Caſe chat 
ſuch Favours were granted to theſe Mena 
are nat prejudicial to the State; If theſe 
Men are really Friends to the Goverts 
ment, and ſerviceable to it, What Law 
of Reaſon, or of Scripture, forbids it? 


carry d on without certain Helps; there 
muſt: be Wiſdom and Courage in /Supe- 
riors ; in Inferiors a Readineſs! ro obe 
in all-lawful Commands, to aſſiſt wich 


with whatever tends to the Public Weak | 
Life and Liberty, and the quiet Poſleb 
ſion of Property, is all the Civil Magi 
ſtrate is concern d in; and conſequently 
his Rewards and Puniſhments are in Jus 
Nice due to ſuch Members of Society 
as on the one Hand promote, or on the 
other Hand deſtroy, theſe Ends. Weit 
a Jew to give Intelligence to the Ma- 
giſtrate of any Sedition ſtirring up, and 


to put Him into a ſure Method of prevent. 

ing a great deal of Bloodſned, and in Con- 

ſequence a great deal of Danger to che 
* ws 


Go- 
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Government, would not this be à yalua2 
ble Service, for which he ought to be re- 
warded? What his his Religion to do 
in this Caſe? Or why ſhould he be de- 
prived of the Benefit of his Virtue, be- 
cauſe in other Things he does not prac- 
fice, or believe, as we doo 
he Rewards of States, or. of Civil 

Powers, juſt like their Penalties, are con- 

fined to the preſent Life, and to the 
Things which belong unto it. Their 

Power is confihed to outward Force; nor 

can it extend ro make a Mair, believe, or 

think, of underſtand, otherwiſe than. he 

does; Nor can it make any Impreſſion 

upon the Mind, except what Joy or Pain 

can effect. In the right Diſtribution there- 

fore of what the Civil Power can do, lies 

the Magiſtrate s Wiſdom and Goodneſs: 

and hence the Objects of his Favour or 

Diſpleaſure are viſible. Every Man who 

has Will and Power, and Application to 

ſerve the Civil Intereſts of Mankind, 

ought to be ſery'd by their Civil Intereſts 

again, i. e. rewarded; and every Man who 

applies himſelf to the Diſturbance of 

the Lives. or Properties of Men, ought 

to be diſturbed in his Life or Proper- - 
ty; z,e. puniſned. This is nothing but 

the Application of that univerſal Rule 

of Reaſon; and of the Goſpel, As e 
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Before I conclude, let me add this one 
Remark, that tis a Benefit. to the Pullis 
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not to be deprived of the Teſtimony of 
any conſiderable Number of Men. You 
your ſelves have frequent Occaſions for 
the Evidences of our Friends; and very 
often in the Courſe of Things, Juſtice 
muſt be delay d, or Injuſtice actually 
done, if the proper Perſons are incapa- 
citated from bearing their Teſtimony. If 
then, on Account of Conſcience, our 
Friends are diſabled from giving their 
Evidence, it nuſt happen, as it in Fact 
has often happen d, that the State ir ſelf 
muſt be a Sufferer; and perhaps You of 
the Miniſtry may be affected in particu-. 
lar Circumſtances in your own private 
Properties. yz | 

Ve ſee now an impartial Examination 
of your Petition, and of the Beſt Argu- 
ments that can be brought in its Support. 
The Legiflature of this great, rich, flou- 
riſhing and wiſe Nation have been led, 
upon theſe and ſuch like Motiyes, to 
grant us the Indulgence we wanted. We 
ſhall ever thankfully acknowledge the 
Favour, and endeayour to ſhew our ſelves 
not ungrateful to the Government, by 
our Sobriety,. and Good Behaviour ; by 
our Obedience and Love to the King; 
and by our Peaceable Conduct amongſt 
our Neighbours. 5 
| Farewel. 
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Copy of a Printed Paper, 


ENTITLED, 


I. The PETITION of the Loxndox 
CLERGY to the Houſe of Loxops, 


againſt rhe Quakers Bill. 


II. The Loxps PROTEST on rejed- 
ing the ſaid PETITION. 


III. The Loxps ProOTEST againſt 
the Quakers Bill. 
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1, The Potion of bs Lenden cher 
g agamſt-the Quakets Bl. 


To the Right Honourable the ; 


Spiritual and "Temporal in Far- 


liament aſſembled; ſuoaR ly: 


112 K i Deen 1 5 as 
Lone ts - 


* a 3 


{gh ad vem 227 
Aa Ei rise ende RE 7 
HAT there. is a Bill now depen d⸗ 
ing in your Lordſhipa»Houſe, en- 
tiled, - An Ad for gramm the People 
called Quakers, ſich Forms ef Aﬀfirmati- 
on or Declaration, as may remoue'the D 
feulties which many af them lit ' under. 
Which Bil, ſhould: it paſs into a Law, 
as it may, ia its Conſtquences, nearly 
allect the Property of che Subject in ge- 
neral, ſo will it in a mote eſpecial Man- 
ner endanger the legal Maintenance' of 
the Clergy Ad Tythes : Inaſmuch as the 
People called Quakers pretend to deny 
the Payment of Tythes, upon a Princi- 
ple of Confeience ; and cherefore, as 
your Petitioners apprehend, may be un- 
der ſtrong Inducements to eaſe their Con- 
e in that Reſpect, by violating it 
in another, when their ſimple Affirmati- 


on, 


C36 )' 
on, in behalf of Friends of the ſam 
Perſuaſion, / ſhall paſs in all Bay of 
Juſtice. for legal Evidence. 
However the Injuries, that your, Peri 
tloners, in their private Rights, may 
poſũbly ſuffer, . as they ought to be, 
of ſmall Account - with them, in Com- 
| wy of the. Miſchiefs which may te. 
dound to Society, from the Indulgence 
intended; as it feems ro imply, that Ju 
ſtice may be duly adminiſtred, and Go- 
vernment ſupported, without the lo: 
vention of any ſolemn Appeal to 
as Witneſs of the Trath f 'what is 
by all Perſons in Caſes of great Inipor- 
tance to the common Welfare: Whereas 
your Petitioners are firmly perſuaded, 
that an Oath was inſtituted by God him- 
ſelf, as the ſureſt Bond of Fidelity among 
Men, and hath been eſteemed and found 
ſio to be, by the Wiſdom and e 
of all Nations, in-all Ages. 
But that which chiefly moves = 
Petitioners to apply to your Lord 
is, their ſerious Concern leſt the Mind 
of good Men ſhould be grieved and 
wounded, and the Enemies of Chi- 
ſtianity triumph, if they ſhall ſee ſuch 
Condeſcenſions made, by a Chriſtian 
Legiſlature; 'ro a Sect of Men Who 


renounce: the Divine Inſtitutions of Chtilt; 
par? 


fs 


ko + 


patticularly*thar, by which the Faithful 
are initiated into this Religion, and de- 
nominated Chriſtians; and who cannot 
on this Account, according to the uni- 
form Judgment and Practice of the Ca- 
tholick Church, be deemd worthy of 
that ſacred Name 

Your Petitioners do moreover. crave 
Leave to —_— to your Lordſhips, 
chat, upon the beſt Information they can 
ain, the Inſtances wherein any Zuaker 
= refuſed the Solemn Affirmation pre- 
ſcribed by an Act in the Seventh and 
Eighth of Maliam III. have, from the 


2 


to hope, that the continued Uſe 


by Degrees, have cured that People of 
all choſe unteafonable Prejudices againſt 
an Oath, which the Favour deſign d them 


confirm. 5 

And your Petitioners humbly leave it 
to your Lordſhips wiſe Deliberation, whe- 
ther ſuch an extraordinary Indulgence, 
granted ro a People already (as is con- 
ceived) too numerous, may not contri- 
bute to multiply theit Sect, and tempt 
Perſons to profeſs themſelves Quakers, 
in order to be exempted from the Obli- 

- $004 


gation 


paſſing. that Act to this Day, been ex- | 
. rare ; ſo that there might be 
Gro 


of the ſaid Solemn Aſſirmation would, 


by their Bill may tend to ſtrengthen and 


— 


read, againſt the paſſing the Bill,entirl'd, 


And a Motion being made, that the ſaid 
The Queſtion was put, whether the ſaid 


I. D ECAUSE the Right of Petition- 


' Purpoſes, does, we apprehend, appertain 


. L 
pation of Oaths, and to ſtand upon à l. 
Foot of Privilege, not allowed to the beſt 
Chriſtians and Subjects in the Kingdom, 

Vour Petitioners therefore humbly 
hope, that theſe, and other Conſiderati- 


ons, which may offer themſelves to your 


Lordſhips great Wiſdom, may induce 
your. Lordſhips, not to give your Con- 
ſent to the paſſing of this Bill into a La 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever prayz bse 

II. The Lords PROTEST on rejecting | the 
„nia Petits. 
Die Mercurii 179 die Fanuarii 1721. 
A Petition of the Clergy in and about 
London was preſented to the Houſe, and 


An Att for granting the People called 
Quakers 2 Forms of Affirmation or 
Declaration, as may remove the Dis- 
culties which many of them lie under. 


Petition be rejected. After Debate, 


Petition ſhall be rejeted 2, 
It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 


ing, in a legal Manner, to legal. 


by 


$4: Ir. 
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Law and Uſage, to the free People of 
this Realm; and is as eſſential to the 
Subject, acting within his due Bounds, as 


the Liberty of Debate is to the Conſtitu- 
tion of Parliament. And this Right, as 


it extends to the Petitioning even for the 
Repeal of Acts now in force, by which 


che People think themſelves aggrieved; 
ſo it juſtiſies them yet more in repreſent- 
ing their humble Senſe of any new Law, 
while it is under the Conſideration of 
Parliament. Nor are the Clergy, we 
preſume, leſs privileged, in Relation to 
the Exerciſe of this Right, than any o- 
cher of his Majeſty's Subjects. On the 


contrary, we believe them as worthy of 


enjoying it, and as capable of exerting 
it to wiſe and good Ends, as any Rank 
of private Men in the Kingdom. 


II. Becauſe the Petition rejected is, in 


our Opinion, proper and inoffenſive, 


both as to the Matter and Manner of it, 7 


ſince it partly relates to the peculiar 


Rights of the Clergy in Point of Tyrhes, - 


and partly expreſſes their Fears, (as we 
conceive, not altogether groundleſs) left 
the Set of Quakers, already too nume- 
rous, ſhould by this new Indulgence, be 
greatly multiply'd ; and leaft the Ho- 
nour of Religion ſhould any ways ſut- 
fer, and the Foundations of es 

H 2 2 
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be ſhaken by what is intended; both 
which it is the particular Duty of their 
Function to uphold and ſecure... We are 
not therefore —— that. it misbe- 
came their Characters to interpoſe on 

any of theſe important Points: And che 
Way in which they have done it, muſt 
feem to us free from Exception, till ſome 
Paſſage in their Petition is pitch d upon, 
as obnoxious, and cenſured by the Houſe, 

which as yet hath not been done. 
III. Becauſe the Petition ſuggeſts a 
porticular Grievance under which rhe 
Clergy will ſuffer by this Act, more 
than any other Order of Men ; which, as 
it had never been obſerved in the De- 
bates on the Bill, ſo was allowed to de- 
_ ſerve the Conſideration of the Houſe, 
And therefore, had there been any other 
Part of their Petition leſs unexceptiona- 
ble, (as we apprehend there is not) yet 
we do not think, that it was reaſonable 
to lay aſide the whole on that Account, 
and reject what was acknowledg d fit to 
be conſderdd, for. the Sake of what was 
thought improper to be offered. | 
IV. Becauſe the Clergy of London are 
not in general ſo liberally provided for, 
but that they have Reaſon to be watch» 
ful in Relation to any Step that may 
unwarily be taken towards — 
a their 
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their Maintenance; which we look up- 
Labours in populous Pariſhes, and to 


the vatious Employments given them dy 


vers Sects of Men diſſenting from the 
Church eſtabliſhed by Law, with which 


this Metropolis is known to abound. 


And as their Situation gives them near 
Opportunities of obſetving and Know- 
ing what may be ſtirred in Parliament, to 


the Prejudice of their Order ; ſo we can- 


not but think that it becomes them to 


make uſe of that Advantage in behalf of 


their diſtant Brethren, as often as need 
ſhall require ; eſpecially at a Time when 


the Repreſentatives of che Clergy are 


not attending in Convocation, and in 4 
Readineſs ro exert their known Right of 
applying to the Legiſlature on all ſuch 
Occaſions. 346% 90 

V. Becauſe the London Clergy, from 
whence the Petition came, are, in our 


Opinion, and have been always eſteem d 
of great Conſideration, with Reſpect to 


their extenſive Influence, and their Abi- 
lity to be ſerviceable to the State in im- 


portant Conjunctures. From this Body 


of Men have proceeded many of the 
moſt eminent Lights of the Church, and 
Ornaments of the Biſhops Bench, eſpe- 
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cially. ſince the Revolution; and, in tlie 
Reign preceding it, their never - to- be for. 
gotten Labours put a Stop to the Torrent 
of Popery, then ready to overflow us; 
On which, and many other Accounts, e 
cannot but wiſh that the Applications at 
any time made to this Houſe by the City- 
Clergy might be received with Regard 
and Tenderneſs; and a more than ordi- 
nary Indulgence allowed them, at a Time 
when ſo great Favours ate about to be 
beſtowed on the profeſſed Opugners ol 
their Function and Maintenance. 
VI. Becauſe by Experience we find 
that the treating in this Manner a Petition 
from any great and conſiderable Body of 
Men, is not the beſt way to allay the Jea- 
louſies, and extinguiſh the Uneaſineſs that 
occaſioned it; a very contrary Effect hav: 
ing followed (according to the beſt of 
our Obſervation) from the rejecting a 
Petition lately offered by the City of Lon. 
don. And the oftner ſuch Inſtances are 
repeated, the more, we fear, the Diſat 
fection of the People will increaſe; ho; 
thinking themſelves under Hardſhips from 
which they defire to be relieved, may 
look upon it as a new, and yet greater 
Hardſhip, not to be heard. And tho' the 
modeſt and dutiful Demeanor of the Cler- 
gy ſhould no ways contribute to theſe 

— Conſequences, 


ö 
; 
; 
1 
, 
1 
f 


pp 


| * 
4 x 
6 
* 
n * a * 
* . — 


Conſequences, yet we know not how far 
this may be the Cale, with reſpect to their 
Flocks; to whom their Perſons and Cha- 
racters are dear, and who may therefore 
be induced by the Reverence they bear to 
their Paſtors, to expreſs as much Concern 
on their Account, as they would on their 


own. For which Reaſon it was our ear- 


neſt Deſire, this ſecond, and in dur Opi- 
nion, dangerous Experiment, might not 
have been made. * 12 , Sv S2I3% 0 1 5 141 8 
W. Ebor., | Gower, 

Weſton, 111 SELF Trevor, 


Uxbridge, Bingley, 


Scarſdale, -» | St. Fohnde Bletſoe,.. 


Briſtol, Cowper, . _ - -- 
Conningsby, | Aberdeen, . 
Strafford, I Bathuſh, © 
Foley, I Montyoy, 


North and Ce, ] Fr. Ran. 
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Hodie zr vice lecta eſt Billa, Entit 
An Adi for Granting the Pe 
Quakers, ſucb — 2 of A 
and Declaration, as may remove the Ni 
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Qu akers Ba,” 


Die Bust I 90 MEE 


call 
ion 


ficulties which ann F them lie under, 


The Queſtion. was put Whether th 
Bill ſhall. Paſs - f e 
It was refolyed i in the Affirmative. \ 58 
Diſentient. „ = 
W. Cant. Jo. Oxon. r 


1. 


Ecauſe the Privileges e by 
this Bill to the Quakers are with- 


out Example, and no ways proportioned 
to the Steps formerly taken towards a 
gradual Indulgence of them ; for, whete- 
as they have been hitherto under the real 


Obligation of an Oath, tho diſpenſed 
with as to ſome Formalities with leſpel 


to the Manner of wording, and taking 
it, they are now altogether releaſed, both 


from t 


the Form and Subſtance of an * 
A 
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he 
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and admitted to profeſs Fidelity, and 


[ 65 } 
give Teſtimony upon their ſimple Affir- 
mation; Nor are theſe great Privileges 
Indulged to them (as the Leſs were) from 
Time.to Time, and by Degrees, bur are 
at once made perpetual... ...... 55 
II. Becauſe we look upon the Quakers, 
who reject the two Sacraments of Chriſt, 
and are, as far as they ſo do, unworthy 
of the Name of Chriſtians, to be on that 
account, unworthy alſo of receiving ſuch 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of Favour. * _.. 

III. Becauſe the Quakers, as they re- 
nounce the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, ſo have 
not given even the Evidence by Law re- 
quired, of their Belief of his Divinity: 


It no ways appearing c0 us (nor, do we 


believe it can be made appear, that ever 
ſince they were firſt Indulged [1. V. & 
M.] one Quaker in an hundred hath Sub- 
jeribed the Profeſſion of Chriſtian Belief 
directed by that Act; nor could we, up- 
on a Motion made in the Houſe, prevail, 
that they ſhould even now be Obliged by 
ſuch previous Subſcription, to Intitle 
themſelves to the new and extraordinary 
Favours deſigned them. The Conſequence 
of which muſt, in our Opinion, be, that 
they will encourage themſelves yet far- 
ther in their Averſion to ſubſcribe that 
Profeſſion of Chriſtian Belief, which they 

En bs I ' ſeem 
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ſeem more to decline than even the tak 
of an Oath ; ſince great Numbers of che 
have Sworn, tho' very few have Sub- 
ſcribed that Profeſſion. Nor are we witk⸗ 
out Apprehenſions, that it may reflect 
ſome Diſhonour on the Chriſtian F aich, if 
the Evidence given by ſuch Perſons on 
their bare Word, ſhall by Law be judged 
of equal Credit with che ſolemn Oath'of 
an acknowledged Chriſtian, and Sincere 
Member of the Eſtabliſhed Cammin 
on. | 

IV. Becauſe we look upon it as hi ly 
unreaſonable, that, in a Kingdom, where 
the Nobles, the Clergy and Commons 
are obliged to Swear Fealty to the Crown, 
and even the Sovereign himſelf rakes an 
Oath at his Coronation; a particular Sect 
of Men, who refuſe to ſerve the State, ei- 
ther as Civil Officers, or Soldiers, ſhould 
be entirely releaſed from that Obligari- 
on: Since tis natural to expect, that 
Perſons thus Indulged as to the Manner 
of Profeſſing, and the Meaſure of Per- 
forming their Allegiance, ſnould, by De- 
grees, be Induced totally to withdraw it, 
till they become as bad Subjects as Chri- 
ſtians. 

V. Becauſe cho moch extraordinary Pri- 
vileges are allowed to the Sect of Qua: 


kers by this Bill, yer there is no Mark or 
Teſt 
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| by it, or by any othe# 
Act, by which it may certainly be known 
who are Quakers; and conſequently; 
who are, or are not Intitled to thoſe Pris 
vileges; from whenee this Inconvenienea 
may ariſe, that many, not really Quakers, 
may yet ſhelter themſelves under the Co- 
ver of that Name, on purpoſe to he Res 
leaſed from the Obligations of Qathsz 
It not being, we conceive, in the Power 
of the Magiſtrate, as this Bill ſtands, to 
oblige any Perſon to take an Oath, who, 
at the time of tendering it, ſhall profeſs 
himſelf a Qualer: So that the Coneeſſions 
now made to that Sect, may. prove a gear 
Inlet to Hypocriſy- and Falſehood, and 
will naturally tend towards ingreaſing 
their Numbers; which, we rather wiſh, 
may be every Day diminiſhed. | 

VI. Becauſe we do not.apprehend that 
the Qualers, as a Sect, are really under ſuch 
Scruples in Point of an Oath, that it is 
neceſſary to eaſe them by ſuch an Act; 
few of them having, for five and twenty 
Years paſt, ſince their ſolemn. Afﬀirmati- 
on (equivalent to an Oath) was enacted, 
ever refuſed, to comply with it: And, 
ſhould this have now and then happen d., 
yet, when the great Body of this fort of 
Sectaries axe at Eaſe in their Conſciences, 
the Scruples of a e think, ought 
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not 


Ty 


not to be regarded ljciaily, if conth. 
nuing the Law now in Force will 
bly extinguiſh rhoſe Scruples, and the 
Repeal of i it will certainly give new Life 
and Strength to them. 3 
VII. Becauſe the Security 65 che Sub. 
jecte Property, which depends upon 
Teſtimony, ſeems to us to be leſſened by 
this Act; the Reverenee of an Oa 
having been always obſerved to operate 
farther towards the Diſcovery of Truth, 
than any other leſs ſolemn Form of Af. 
feveration. | Nor can the Qnakers be ex- 
cepted in this Caſe, whoſe awful A 
henſions of an Oath appear from their 
earneſt Endeavours to decline it. And 
therefore, where the Payment of Tythes, 
by them held to be ſinful, is concerned, 
they will haye ſtrong Inducements to dif: 
guiſe the Truth, in what they ſimply af- 
firm, rather than wound their Conſciences 
and Credit, by contributing towards 
_ nor, — of ſuch an Antichtiſtian boy 
In other Caſes of Property, their 
. only will claſh with their Vera- 
city; bur the Double Motive of Intereſt 
and Conſcience, will influence them with 
reſpect to the Clergy, whoſe Calling 
and Maintenance, they equally condemn. 
VIII. Becauſe the Inducement, men- 
tioned in the Bill, rowards granting the 
KO 
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Quakers theſo Favours, That they are 
well Affected to the Government (a 
Poſition, of which we have ſome doubt) 
might, we- apprehend, be improyed into 
a Reaſon for granting like Favours to 
Deiſts, Arians, Fews, and even Hea- 
thens themſelves; all of which may poſ- 
fibly be, as ſome of them certainly are, 
Friends to the Government. However 
their Friendſhip, We preſume, would be 
cultivated at too great an Expence, if, 
for the ſake of it, any thing ſhould be 
done by the Legiſlature, which might 
weaken the Security of all Governments, 


an Oath; aud, by that Means do more 
Miſchief te 
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vantage in another. 
And we the tather thus chooſe ro _ 
becauſe an Argument was urged in the 
Debate, and no ways difaliowed, that, 


if Heatbene themſelves were equally of 


Uſe to the Sate, as the” Quakers are, 
they ought alſo equally by Law to be 
Indulged: Whereas our firm Perſwaſion 
is, that, as no Man ſhould be perſecuted 
for his Opinions in Religion; ſo neither 
ſhould any Man, who is known to avow 
Principles deſtructive of Chriſtianity, 
however uſeful he may otherwiſe be to 
the State, be encouraged by a Law pur- 


poſely 
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State, in one reſpet, 
than it brought Ad 


 poſely made in his Favour to contiayR. i 
thoſe Principles ; 1 24 55 
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ON Munday laſt, being the 5th Inſtant, 
the Noble Lords were made ſo ſen- #2 
ſible of the Falſhood of that Aſſertion in 
the Proteſt, That your. © Convocation 

has a known Right of applying to the 

“ Legiſlature on all ſuch Occaſions” as 
the preſent, that they order d the Proteſ, 


in which ſo notorious an Untruth was con» — 


tain d, to be eraſed. That Man, who 
was openly charg d with drawing up the 
Petition, and ſending it from Veſminſter 


to London; and who underrook to pro- 


duce ſeveral Inſtances of ſuch Applications 
to Parliament, was not able to erf 
ſo much as One Inſtance to the Purpoſe: 
Nay, what he did produce, were (if I 
am inform d right) directly contrary to 
the End for which he mentioned them. It 
behoveth you and your Party, if you can, 
to make good your Friends Aſſertions in 


your Behalf. 
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